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Writing Narrative 

 
Your first assignment will be to create a Writing Narrative. In a writing narrative you examine 
the role of writing throughout your life.  
 
In order to construct your narrative, start by thinking about specific and significant memories 
you have about writing. Think about when you learned to write, your attitude toward writing, 
teachers you’ve had that have made writing a positive (or negative) experience, important events 
that have helped shape how you think about writing and being a writer, the writing you have 
done in the past (personal, professional, and academic), and the role of writing and language in 
your family and your community. 
 
After brainstorming about the roles of writing in your life, narrow your ideas down, choosing a 
topic. As you start to write your narrative, you want to focus on one of the following: 

 Describe an early memory about writing that you vividly recall which you can discuss the 
significance of in your life today. 

 Describe how you learned to write, the person (or people) who taught you and why they 
are significant in your life. 

 Identify a text that is important to you as a writer and discuss why it is significant. 
 Examine a writing task you found (or find) difficult or challenging. 
 Describe a memento and explain how it represents important moments in your 

development as a writer. 
 Recall a vivid memory you have of yourself as a writer (an event you participated in, a 

piece you wrote, a course you took, etc.) and discuss why it is significant and important to 
your writing life. 

  
Because you are crafting a narrative, you want to make sure you have a well-told story with 
concrete and vivid details. Your piece is relatively short, so you should have one main idea. You 
want to make sure it is developed completely, in detail and that you not only present the 
experience, but you also reflect on its significance to your life as a writer. 
 
A strong narrative does not simply report the experience you’ve had or describe the person or 
object you want to write about. A strong narrative also reflects on the importance of the event, 
experience, person, etc. in your life today and why this was the moment you chose to write about. 
 
This is a relatively short assignment and is meant to serve as an introduction to how you view the 
role of writing in your everyday life. You do not need outside sources for this piece. At the end of 
the semester you will return to your writing narrative and incorporate theory into your writing 
experiences. A narrative where you spend time thinking about and reflecting on your writing life 
is one that will aid you throughout the semester and start to study the teaching of writing, moving 
from being a student to starting to work towards being a teacher. 
 
Narratives should be at minimum, 500 words, typed, 12-point font, and double-spaced. Hard 
copies are due Tuesday September 9th at the beginning of class. 
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Writing Narrative  
Scoring Guide 

	  
TOPIC 
The piece focuses on a singular event/experience/person (or set of people) and tells the 
story of the event/experience/person in-depth and detail. It is presented using concrete 
details and vivid images.  
Comments: 
 
 
 
 
 /35 
REFLECTION 
The piece reflects on the experience/event/person and it’s significance to the author’s 
life as a writer today. It is a well examined, deep, meaningful reflection. 
Comments: 
 
 
 
 
 /35 
ORGANIZATION 
The piece is well organized in a logical sequence that aids in both the telling of the 
narrative as well as the writer’s reflection of the narrative. The piece moves seamlessly 
between topic and reflection in a way that draws in the reader. 
Comments: 
 
 
 
 /15 
CLARITY AND CONVENTIONS 
The piece contains minimal errors in grammar, punctuation and spelling. Errors that 
may exist do not distract from the reading of the narrative. The piece is well proofread 
and edited. It meets all assigned requirements. 
Comments: 
 
 
 
 
 /15 
Additional Comments 
 

 
 
 

TOTAL POINTS /100 
 


