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“Genres of narrative thinking require writers to be concrete and precise. They can’t just tell in 
abstract language. They can’t just be paradigmatic. They must show. They must make their 

topics palpable. They must penetrate. And that is what multigenre papers enable their authors to 
do.” (Romano, 2000, p. 26) 

 
For this project, we will be following closely the guidelines laid out in Romano’s Fearless Writing.  
You will take the topic of your I-Search project, or some element of it—a person, era, fad, 
phenomenon, show, place, object, etc.—and turn it into a multigenre project.  
 
You will use the research you’ve already done, adding to it as your create genres and complete 
your project. Using what you’ve learned in your reading of Romano, you will then create a 
multigenre piece that must include the following: 
 
• An expository piece (500-750 words). You must have an argument and make it tight. You 

must have a solid argument and be able to present it in a maximum of three pages. You can 
put the piece in your work as an essay or you can use another form that fits your paper. 

• Preface/Introduction/Dear Reader 
• Poem 
• 2 Visual Elements 
• 4 Additional Genres 
• Bibliography (You must have a minimum of 5 sources. One must be a book and one must be 

an interview, survey, observation, or some other research you collect.) These can be the same 
sources as those you used in your I-Search project. 

• Endnotes (For each genre I want an endnote, reflecting on its role in the piece and any 
additional information the reader needs to know. These notes should be a paragraph—two at 
the most—each.) 

• Unifying Element—There must be a theme, connection, repetition; something that brings 
the pieces together and connects them into a whole. 

 
These bullets MUST be in your piece. In addition, you’ll need other genres that will work to 
complete your work. I know I will repeat this, but you will edit yourself more than I will edit you. 
Try to open up your mind and work to different ideas and adventures and see where they take 
you.  
 
Follow Romano’s advice and start your project soon. “Make it part of your academic life, take 
notes, and capture information as you read” (45). 
 
You will practice a number of genres during our class periods as well as during the second set of 
mini-lessons.  
 
You will bring at least 3 (three) genre drafts to your conference with me during the week of 
November 3rd.  
 
You will be asked to submit drafts of genres various times throughout the second half of the 
semester. These drafts will count toward Informal Writing Assignment grades. 
 
Lastly, but most importantly, have fun with this assignment and explore writing and genre. 


