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Teaching Demo 
Over the course of your time in English Education you will learn to create a variety of unit and lesson 
plans. For your first experience with lesson planning specifically in an English Methods course, we’re 
going to focus on the Mini-Lesson, an essential element for conducting Writing Workshops. 
 
Defining the Mini-Lesson 
In Lessons That Change Writers, Nancie Atwell (2002) says: 

“Mini-lessons grow from teachers’ observations of what students don’t know or will need to know 
to produce excellent, literary writing. Teachers research mini-lessons. For example, they learn 
about different genres and their features, poets’ and authors’ experiences and processes, pieces of 
writing that demonstrate different techniques, how different punctuation marks cue readers, 
format conventions, usage conventions, techniques for organizing information and argument, 
elements of fiction, character development, theme, purpose, and so on. 
 
Most mini-lessons in the first weeks of school are procedural, as students get the hang of workshop 
routines. Mini-lessons are presented on overhead transparencies or easel pads, so the information 
is visual and oral and participatory. Students take notes on mini-lessons. Teachers save and collect 
plans and materials for future use” (xviii). 

 
During the semester you will design two lessons. The first will address one of the lessons found in Kelly 
Gallagher’s Write Like This and focus on a language function (analyze, describe, explain, interpret, justify, 
synthesis). The other will examine a genre of your choice, which could be used in a multigenre project. 
	  
Your mini-lesson is only effective if it is “do-able.” Because of this, you will present your mini-lesson to the 
class. As Atwell argues, “In mini-lessons teachers present their ideas for writing and their processes as 
planners, drafters, revisers, polishers, editors, and proofreaders.” You need to complete a demonstration 
of your mini-lesson in order to show students (or in this case your peers), how to become writers. 
 
You will each take, at most, 15 minutes to present your mini-lesson to the class. First, you must “situate” 
the class in your lesson by briefly covering the grade level, time of year, and larger unit theme students will 
me tackling. You will then present you mini-lesson. This lesson must also include one original handout to 
be copied and shared with the class. The handout can be incorporated into the mini-lesson, it can be used 
for “homework,” it can be an activity sheet, or it could be supplementary material. (Use the examples I 
hand out during my mini-lessons as guides.) 
 
The entire lesson and “situating the class” should take no longer than 15 minutes. 
 
You will complete a lesson plan for a 50-minute class period for which the mini-lesson is a part. You will 
highlight the mini-lesson within the larger class period. Please note, the mini-lesson should just be one 
aspect of the class period. Make sure there are other activities that make up the remaining class time.  
 
After you present each lesson you will view your video and write a 500-word commentary on your 
presentation. Think about what you did well and what areas you needed improvement. What were the 
strengths of your lesson? Where did you need more planning or changes? Be specific and detailed in your 
commentary, giving examples from the presentation of your lesson as well as your lesson plans. You will 
write your commentaries right after you teach your lesson in order to keep things fresh in your mind.  
 
Your Lesson Plan, Handouts, and Real-World Mentor Texts are due the day of your teaching demo. If 
you would like feedback on your lessons prior to presentation you must email them to me by the class 
period BEFORE you present. 
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Mini-Lesson #1 
 
Your first mini-lesson must focus on a specific, real-world purpose for writing (Gallagher): 
 
 Express and Reflect 
 Inform and Explain 
 Evaluate and Judge 
 Inquire and Explore 
 Analyze and Interpret 
 Take a Stand/Propose a Solution 
 
You must find a real-world discourse to teach your class and present them with teacher and real-world 
models focusing on language functions. Feel free to adapt any of the lessons found in Write Like This. Use 
this lesson as a way to take what you’re reading and apply it to the classroom. Think about what you want 
your students to learn (objectives) and how you want to model that writing for them. 
 
Mini-Lesson #2 
 
For this lesson, you will choose a genre you would like to teach during your multigenre unit. We will 
choose genres together as a class on Tuesday October 28. Each of you must pick a different genre for your 
mini-lesson, so come to class with a few genres you could possibly teach. You want to think of genres that 
you would enjoy teaching to a class.  
	  
For each mini-lesson you must complete: 
 

 A completed Daily Lesson Plan  
 

 Real World Mentor Text 
 

 One original handout with 13 copies for the class 
 
 
 
Peer Critique 
 
During the course of the teaching demos you will also complete four formal peer critiques—two during 
each “round” of teaching demos—using the peer-critique handout. As a class we will determine the areas 
for the critique. You should be prepared to discuss your critiques once the lesson is complete. Those of 
you critiquing the lesson will observe it while the other members of the class will participate as students. 
Your feedback will be presented to your peers. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: Attendance during mini-lessons is essential. Those of you not in class during these 
lessons show disrespect for classmates and a disruption to the course. Anyone missing class (unless part of 
an official WIU function) will be docked from their overall mini-lesson scores. 


