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Name:___________________________________________     Title:_________________________________________ 
I-SEARCH RUBRIC 

 A B C D/F 
What I 
Know/What I 
Want to Know 
 
____/20 points 

Has a detailed description of prior knowledge 
about the topic, provides insight into why 
you seek further knowledge (why do you 
care), and has clearly stated search questions. 

Has a description of prior 
knowledge about the topic, 
provides insight into why you seek 
further knowledge (why do you 
care), and has search questions. 

Section is missing either a 
description of prior knowledge, 
discussion of why you are 
seeking further knowledge in 
the area or search question. 

Minimal description of prior 
knowledge, questions for 
research are minimal or 
non-existent.  

The Search 
 
 
 
 
 
 
____/30 points 

Has a sequence of search that is clearly 
explained, proceeds in a logical order with 
one source leading to another. New sources 
are explained and all sources are properly 
cited. Any problems in locating information 
are described, as well as the solution to the 
problem. Breakthroughs (where the search 
got interesting) and descriptions of the best 
sources are addressed. Acknowledgement of 
how others helped in the search. 

Search sequence is explained, the 
majority of the search proceeds in 
a logical order. Most new sources 
are explained and properly cited. 
Most problems in locating research 
are described. Breakthroughs and 
descriptions of best sources are 
addressed. Others are 
acknowledged. 

Many of the sequence of events 
are explained, but some are out 
of order and do not lead from 
one source to another. Most 
sources are properly cited, but 
some citations are missing. 
Breakthroughs and descriptions 
of best sources are not 
addressed and others are not 
acknowledged. 

The sequences of events and 
order of research is not 
addressed. Sources are not 
cited or cited incorrectly. 
Breakthroughs, descriptions 
of best sources, and help of 
others are not addressed. 

The Results 
 
 
 
____/50 points 

Focuses on two or three major findings and 
discuses them in detail. Conclusions are 
supported with examples, details, and 
evidence that support the argument. Cites 
experts, relies on synthesis and analysis of 
sources, and addresses counterarguments. 
The section can stand on it’s own as an essay 
and poses possibilities for further study.  

Focuses on two or three major 
finding, but lacks some detail. 
Most conclusions are supported 
with examples, details and 
evidence. Cites experts, most 
sources synthesized and analyzed, 
and counterarguments are 
addressed. The section can stand 
on it’s own as an essay.  

Focuses on too many findings 
and does not discuss them in 
detail. Conclusions lack 
adequate support.  Few sources 
are cited. Sources are not 
synthesized or analyzed and 
counterargument is not present. 
The section cannot stand on it’s 
own. 

Focuses on too many 
findings and no detail. There 
are no conclusions or 
conclusions lack adequate 
support.  No use of expert 
sources or counterargument. 
The section cannot stand on 
it’s own. 

What I 
Learned 
 
 
____/30 points 

Discusses in detail how you have developed 
as a researcher through the process, what 
you learned that is most important, and how 
the process impacted you as a learner and 
future teacher. Is reflective and developed. 

Discusses how you have developed 
as a researcher, what you learned, 
and how the processes impacted 
you. Is reflective. 

Discusses what you learned, 
how you developed, or how the 
processes impacted you, but 
lacks reflection and depth. 

Fails to address what you 
learned. Is not reflective or 
detailed. 

Works Cited 
 
 
____/10 points 

A minimum of 5 sources are used in the 
paper and cited in the works cited. A 
minimum of 3 scholarly sources and 
maximum 2 Internet sources are used. All 
sources are correctly cited. 

Has a minimum of 5 sources, but 
not enough scholarly sources. Not 
all sources are cited correctly. 

Does not have a minimum of 5 
sources. Sources are not cited 
correctly. 

Lacks sources or only has 2-3 
sources. Sources are not 
cited or not cited correctly. 

Mechanics 
 
 
____/10 points 

The text is well proofread and edited, 
making minimal errors in conventions and 
analysis and not interrupting the reading of 
the text. 

Few errors in conventions and/or 
analysis of texts interrupt the 
reading of the text. 

Several errors in conventions 
and/or analysis of texts 
interrupt the reading of the text. 

Several errors in conventions 
and analysis of texts make 
reading the paper as a 
cohesive text difficult. 

 


